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SIR, 


Ns have ſignified your De- 
A 2 „4 I ſhould give you a diſ- 

F tinct Account of the practical 
Nerz enen of the Religious Society 
to which I belong, 1 may pre- 
ſume you have ſufficient Knowledge of the 
Doctrine they contend for. But if you are 
unacquainted with their Principles, they would 
direct you to the whole Word of God, taken 
in its moſt obvious and conſiſtent Meaning; 
for they have no formal Creed os Donfeflion 
. A 2 of 


o | * 
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of Faith to refer you to. However, you may 
ſee what they have to ſay from the Scrip- 
tures, for the Doctrines in which they differ 


from other religious Societies, in the Works 
of Mr Jebn Glaſs, and the Letters on Theron 


| and Aſpaſio. 


My preſent Taſk is only to give you an 
Account of their Practices relating to Goſpel- 
Fellowſhip, Worſhip, Diſcipline, and other 
Duties; and that chiefly in thoſe Particulars 
wherein they differ from others. In doin 
this, you may aſſure yourſelf that I will 
omit no one of their Practices, public or 

private; but you ſhall know all that I know, 

ſo far as Words can inform you. This J 
ſhall do the more explicitly, as I find you 
have heard many ſtrange and evil Reports 
about us. 


— N * 
7 _ 
— — —„— — —_ 
* 


That you may know diſtinctly the general 
Principles we go upon in our religious Prac- 
tices, you may keep in Mind the followin 


[| Premiſes. | 


1. We think ourſelves obliged to regard 
all the Words of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, in 
their plain, obvious, and original Meaning; 
looking upon every Precept in the New 
Teſtament (except ſuch as may relate to 
what is properly miraculous) to be r 
1 upon us now, as much as upon the fit 
1 Churches. 8 
þ | 2, We 


* % 
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2. We think ourſelves bound to follow 
the Practices of the primitive Diſciples and 
Churches, as far as we can learn from the 
New Teſtament how they walked, while the 
Apoſtles were with them, beholding their 
Order and Stedfaſtneſs in the Faith. 


3. We think ourſelves alſo bound care- 
fully to avoid all the Things for which they 
were reproved, by our Lord or his Apo- 
ſtles. 


Theſe Premiſes are founded upon the ge- 
neral Faith of the Goſpel ; that Jeſus is the 
Cbriſt, the Son of the living God, and, as ſuch, 
the only Prophet, Prieſt, and King of God's 
Church: So that all the divine Knowledge 
we can poſſibly acquire, is contained in his 
revealed Word, as he is the Prophet; all 
our Hope of Salvation is derived from the 
complete Atonement he has made, and the 
perfect Righteouſneſs he has wrought out 
for Sinners, as he is the Prieſt; and we are 
therefore bound to do whatſoever he hath 
commanded us, as he is the Xing and Head 
of the Church, 


On theſe Principles ſeveral Churches have 
been formed, firſt in Scotland, after that in 
England, and more lately in America; who 
are all profeſſedly of one Heart and Soul, 
both in the Faith and in the Obedience of the 

4 3 Goſpel. 
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Goſpel. That in London now conſiſts of 
above an hundred Souls. To this Society I 
have belonged for ſome Time, and am now 

able to give you the following Account of 


our Worſhip and Order. 


We conſtantly meet together on the fir 
Day of the Week, and keep it as the Chriſtian 
Sabbath, in Commemoration of Chriſt's Re- 
ſurrection; not only to pray and hear the 
Word, but particularly to break Bread, or 
communicate together in the Lord's Supper; 
finding that the Churches which were under 
the immediate Eye and Care of the Apoſtles, 
did ſo every Sabbath; ſo that there is the 
ſame Reaſon and Authority for the Break- 
ing of Bread, as for Meeting together on 
that Day (a). We therefore think it un- 
ſcriptural and ſuperſtitious, to make ſuch 
a Difference between the one and the other, 
as to celebrate the Lord's Supper yearly, 
quarterly, or monthly ; while the Chriſtian 
Sabbath is kept weekly, We look upon the 
Chriſtian Sabbath as deſigned for the Cele- 
bration of divine Ordinances; which are 
{ſummarily compriſed, Acts ii. 42. in conti- 
nuing ſtedfaſtly in the Apoſtles Doctrine and 
Fellowſhip, and in Breaking of Bread, and in 
Prayers, 1 


1 


(a) Ads xx. 7. Upon the firff Day of the Week, 
when the Diſciples came together 1e break Bread, Paul 
preached unto them. 
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lt being the unqueſtionable Duty of a 
Church to continue inſtant in Prayer, Rom. 
xii. 12, Sc. not only the Elders or Paſtors 
of the Church are engaged in this Duty, but 
likewiſe the Brethren are called upon by 
Name, three or four, and ſometimes more, 
one after another, to engage in it. This is 
done in the Church, in the Morning of the 
Lord's Day. And as we are exhorted to pray 
for Kings and for all in Authority, 1 Tim. 
ii. 1, 2, we therefore take Opportunity every 
Sabbath, to ſupplicate Bleſſings upon our 
Sovereign King GEORGE, Sc. 


At the Concluſion of every Prayer, whe- 
ther pronounced by the Elders or the Bre- 
thren, the whole Church ſay Amen, with an 
audible Voice; according to what is inti- 
mated, 1 Cor. xiv. 16 (). The Lord's Prayer 
is uſed by us at the Beginning and at the 
Cloſe of public Worſhip. | 


To Prayer is annexed the Ordinance of 
Singing; which is generally performed by 
us between the Prayers. And we make 
Uſe of the Pſalms of David, in a metri- 
cal Tranſlation, that is neareſt to the Ori- 
ginal. 3% 
| We 

b) 1 Cor. xiv, 16. Elſe when thou ſhalt bleſs with 


( 
the Spirit, how ſhall he that occupieth the Room of 
my 1 ay Amen, at thy giving of Thanks 2. 
Ca 
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We have, both in the Morning and After- 
. noon Service, not only the Preaching and Ex- 
. pounding, but eſpectally the Reading of the 
Word: No leſs than four or five Chapters 
being read in the Morning Service, and as 
many in the Afternoon; ſo conducted, that, 
KM in a Courſe of Time, no Part of the ſacred 
| Word is omitted. 


" In the Interval between the Morning and 
| [ the Afternoon Service, we have our Love- 
0 Feaſts; of which every Member partakes, 
by dining at the Houſes of ſuch of the 
Brethren who live ſufficiently near, and 

whoſe Habitations are convenient for that 

Purpoſe. The Deſign of theſe Feaſts is 

to cultivate mutual Knowledge and Friend- 
ſhip, to teſtify that we are all Brethren of 
the ſame Family ; that the Poor and Rich 
may partake together, as upon a Level in 
the Fellowſhip; and that the Poor may 
have a comfortable Meal at the Expence 
of the more Wealthy. Our Warrant for 

this is the ſame that we have for keeping 

the firſt Day Sabbath; namely, the Prac- 

tice of the Apoſtolic Churches ; intimated 

to us in 1 Cor. xi. 20, 21. 2 Peter ii. 13. 

Jude 12 (c). And herein we follow the Ex- 

ample 


(c) 1 Cor. xi. 20, 21. This is not to eat the Lord's 
Supper ; for in eating, every one taketh before other 
his own Supper, 2 Peter ii. 13. Sporting W 

wi 
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ample of our Lord, who did frequently eat 
and drink with his Diſciples, both before and 
after his Reſurrection. rn | 


We cannot allow any Member to be ab- 
ſent from the Feaſt, either through Indiffer- 
ence, - or mere [nconvenience; for we conſi- 
der all the Church as one Family; and are 
ſenſible that this Duty is as clearly ſignified 
to us as that of keeping the firſt Day Sab- 
bath. We do not indeed pretend to have 
any expreſs Direction or Rule for the preciſe 
Day, or Time of the Day, in which theſe 
Feaſts ſhould be obſerved, any more than 
we or other Societies have for the preciſe 
Hour of Beginning -and Ending divine Wor- 
ſhip in the Morning or Afternoon of the 
Lord's Day: Yet we have choſen the Time 
above ſpecified as the moſt proper, when 
the whole Church are together ; no other 
Day or Time of the Day being found, where- 
in the Feaſt can be conducted with equal 
Conveniency, + - ON. AYP 

This and other Opportunities we take for 
the Ks of Charity, or the ſaluting each other 
with an holy Kiſs : a Duty moſt expreſsly 
exhorted to no leſs than five Times in the 
New Teſtament, Rom. xvi.16. 1 Cor. xvi. 20. 

© 5% 2 Cor, 


with- their own Deceivings, while they feaft with you, 
Jude 12. Theſe are Spots in your Feafis of Chari 
when they feaft with 1 F rnd) ro 


'F 
| 
| 
| 

if 
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a Cor. xiti. 12. 1 Te. v.26. 1 Peter v. 14. 
We are very certain, that this Exhorta- 


tion was meant, underſtood, and practiſed 
literally : We therefore account all Objec- 
tions againſt it, and all Attempts to fet it 


aſide, by ſubſtituting any other Form of 
Salutation in its room, to proceed from a 


Diſregard to the Authority of New-Teſta- 


ment Precepts, and to be the laying aſide 
one divinely-appointed Mean for promoting 


that m Love which is eſſential in true 


Chriſtianity. 


We uſe it not only at the Love; Feaſt, 


(when each Member ſalutes the Perſon that 


ſirs next him on each Side) but at the Ad- 


miſſion of a Member, and at other Times oc- 


caſionally, when it ſeems natural to give a 
Token of Love to each other. 


I the Evening, befor the Lotd's Sup- 
| 8a & 


» we make Sion every Lord's Day, 
the Support of the Poor, and defraying 
other Expences. We take the Rule for it 


from 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2 (d) and from the Con- 
. heftion between the Fellowſhip and Break- 
ing of Bread, intimated Aci ii, 42. This 
ſcriptural Method we prefer to any annual 


Sub- 


{4) 1 Cor. xvi. 1, 2. Now concerning the Collection 
for the Saints; as I have given Order to the Chugches 
of Galatia, ſo do ye: Upon the fir! Day of the Niet, 
let every one of you lay by him in ſtore as God hath 
proſpered him, Se. | | 


— —"— bh Aid . 
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Subſcriptions, which are of mere modern 
Contrivance. ä 


When this Collection is made, one of 
the Elders proceeds to adminiſter the Lord's 
Supper, which is done in the moſt fimple 
Form, according to the Scripture; and con- 
cluded: with a ſcriptural Song, taken out of 
Rev. i. 5, 6. and v. , 10. 


This being finiſhed, we proceed at laſt to 
another Chriſtian Duty expreſsly required of 
the Churches, viz. Exbortation, Heb. iu. 18. 
1 Theſs. iv. 18. Heb. x. 24, 25 (e). called 
Propheſying, probably meaning the explaining 
of the Old-Teſtament Prophecies. See and 
read 1 Cor. xiv. 3, 24-43. Accordingly, 
after Prayer, the Brethren are called upon 
to exhort one another; or to propoſe a Queſ- 
tion for Edification, on ſome Portion of 


Scripture. 


But this being the Time uſually appro- 
priated to hear ſuch as would ſpeak to the 
Church for Admiſſion, the Exhortation is 


ſometimes omitted; but then the ſame is at- 


tended to at our ChurcheMeetings, on Tue/day 
and 


6e Heb. iii. 13. Ex bort one another daily. 1 T. 


iv. 18. Wherefore comfort, or eæbert one another with 


theſe Words. Heb. x. 24, 25 Let us conſider one an- 
other, to proveke unto. Love and good Works, not ſorſak- 


ing the a/cembling of ourſelves to ether, as the Manner of 
ſome. is, but exhorting One pa ay Se. | 
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and Friday F,venings, at Six o'Clock ; as 
we are deſirous to take frequent Oppor- 
tunities for putting each other in Mind of 
the manifold Grace of God, and to pro- 
voke one another unto Love and good 
Works. | 


We practiſe the Baptiſm of Children, be- 
cauſe of ſuch (as our Lord avers) is the 
Kingdom of Heaven; and therefore they 
are of the one Body to which the one Bap- 


tiſm belongs — Becauſe the Ground of his 


Faith, who in adult Age believes and is 
baptiſed, is the PROMISE, which is to him 
and his Children; and fo is as good a Rea- 
ſon for their Baptiſm, as for his own  Be- 
cauſe the current Addreſs of the Goſpel 
is; © Believe on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and thou ſhalt be ſaved, and thy Houſe,” 
Acts xvi. 21. And the current Practice 
conſequent upon it was, that whole Houſe- 
holds were baptiſed, the Perſon that believ- 
ed, and all bis ſtraightway.... And becauſe 
we are aſſured, that if but one of the Pa- 


rents believe, the Children are not unclean, 


but boly, 1 Cor. vii. 14. Yea, we cannot 
but apprehend that the Denial.of it, and the 
Objections againſt it, intimate a Diſbelief 
and Denial of the Sovereignty and Freedom 
of divine Grace: as if there muſt be ſome- 
thing in an adult Perſon, to be a Ground of 
Hope towards God, which cannot be in an 
Infant, PG, 
The 
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The Power of divine Grace and Autho- 
tity has of late appeared very remarkable, 
in bringing ſuch Numbers to give up their 
Objections, and to own before the Church, 
that their Oppoſition to it proceeded from 
the worſt of Principles; even the Denial of 

and an Oppoſition to that Grace which alone 


can ſave, and give Hope to the Guilty and 
Helpleſs. | 


We all agree in the Unlawfulneſs of 2at- 
ing Blood, and Things ſtrangled ; that is, 
Creatures choaked and ſuffocated in their 
Blood; or, as it is called, Gen. ix. 4. Fl 
with its Blood. For this is ſolemnly for- 
bidden to the Gentile Converts, Ad, xxv. 
20, 28, 29. and xxi. 25 {f.) and their ab- 
ſtaining from theſe Things, is there inſiſted 
on as a neceſſary Term of their Communion 
in the Privileges of the Chriſtian Church: 
We likewiſe find this very Edict referred 
to, and declared to be binding upon the Diſ- 
ciples of Chriſt, to his ſecond Coming, Rev. 
ii. 24, 25 (C). | | | 


Since 


(f/) 48s xv. 28, 29. It ſeemed good to the holy 
Ghoſt and to us, fo lay upon you no other Burden than 
theſe nece/ary Things, that ye abſtain from, &c. - 


(g) Rev. ii. 24, 25. I will put wpon you none eller 
Burden, but that which ye have already ; bold faft tilt 
I come, | 5 | 

B 
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Since our Lord tells his Diſciples that they 
ought to waſh one another's Feet, according 
to the Example he gave them, Jobn xiii, 
14, 15 (b). we think this alſo incumbent 
upon us, whenever it can be an Act of Kind- 
nels to a Brother ſo to do. 


We reckon it unlawful to 1 up Trea- 
on on Earth, by ſetting them apart for 
any diſtant, future, uncertain Ule : But 
think it incumbent on us to lay up Trea- 
ſure in Heaven, by giving Alms, Matt. vi. 
20. compa ed with Lute Xii, 33. rea- 

45 doing good to all Men, eſpecially to 
the Hpuſhold Tof Faith, Gal. vi. 10, Every. 
one therefore is to look upon all that he 
has in his Poſſeſſion and Power, as open to- 
the Calls of the Poor and Church, to con- 
tfiboce according to his Ability, as du 
one has Need, A Reluctance to this 
eſteem one plain Effect and Evidence of Co. 
ek And. as all the ſeveral Churches 
in preftion with us have one Cauſe at 
Heatt, aiming to maintain a cordial Friend- 
ſhip and open Fellowſhip with each other 
as much as poſſible; ſo they all think them- 
ſelves bound to contribute liberally for their 
mutual Aſſiſtance and Support, as Occaſion 


may 


(Þ) Jae xii. 14, 15. If I then, your Lord and 
V. after, have waſbed Jour Feet; ye ought allo to c one 


an'ther's Feet : For | have given you an Example * ye 
ſnould do as J have done to you. 


J 
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may require, See 2 Cor. 8th and gth Chap- 


ters. 


We think every Chriſtian muſt be a loyal 
Subject, ſudmnitg himſelf in civil Concerns 
to every Ordinance of Man for the Lord's 
Sake, punctually regarding the Rules laid 
down, 8 xiil. 17. 1 Peter li. 1317. 
This was required of the Diſciples and 
Churches, whe they were under a tyrannical 
and perſecuting Cer 1 and it cannot 
be Teſs a Duty, under the preſent mild and 
peaceuble one. 


Thcuch we do tibt Hud any expreſs Pre- 
cept of Precedent in Scripture for Family 
Prayer ; yet the general Commands, to pray 
without ceaſing, in every thing to give Thanks, 
&c. ſeem to maks Family Prayer a Duty, 
on account of the Family. Mereies wanted or 
enjoyed : Neither can ph ſhew our Fear of 
God, our Dependence tpn hit, and our 
Thankfulneſs to him, 4s we ate required to 
do, if there be no Wotfthip of G5 in our 
Families: arid there is a fpecial Reaſon for 
maintaining it, where there are Children to 
be brought up in the Nurtute and Admoni- - 
tion of The Lord. But while we abſerve 
this Obligation, which is but deduced from 
general Precepts, ſtrennouſly infifted on by 
many, who can in other les evade 
ſome of the plaineft and Qtareft Precet 
Precedents in the Oe ir gives us Rea- 


ſon 
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ſon to ſuſpect, that they are influenced to 
their religious Practices, not by the Fear of 
God, the Authority of Chriſt, or the Spirit 
of Truth; but by the Faſhion of the Times, 
the Rules of Decency and Conveniency, a 
Regard for their worldly Reputation, or by 
ſome felf-righteous or ſuperſtitious Motives. 
The ſame Judgment we are obliged to form 
of thoſe who make Conſcience of keeping 
the firſt Day Sabbath; but can neglect, and 
even object to the weekly Communion, and 
the brotherly Exhortations; can even ri- 
dicule the Feaſts of Charity, and the holy 
Kiſsz and argue againſt Abſtinence from 
Blood: Things as expreſsly mentioned in 
the Word, and even more frequently inti- 
mated and enjoined, than what they con- 
tend for. | 


We judge it abſolutely neceſſary to avoid 
the Spirit and Practice of the ancient Phari- 
| ſees, in making more Sins or Duties than 
the Scripture has made; and in making void 
the divine Precepts, by human Traditions or 
logical Evaſions. We dare not make Laws 
where Chriſt has made none; nor diſpenſe 
with any he has given us. 


Therefore, as we cannot find where Diver- 
ſion, public or private, is forbidden; we ac- 
count any Amuſement lawful that is not con- 
need with Circumſtances really ſinful. Vet 
as we eſteem a Lot to be a ſacred Things 

| Prov. 
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Prov. xvi. 33 (i). we judge the uſing it in 
Diverſion to be unlawful, and are therefore 
againſt play ing at Cards or Dice, &c. even 
as we ſhould be againſt ng the TT of 


the Lord in- vain. 


We have a Plurality of Elders, Paſtors or 
Biſhops, in each of our Churches; as it is 
certain the primitive Churches had (4), A#3 
xx. 17. Phil. i. 1, &c. The Apoſtles were 
particularly concerned that every Chureh 
ſhould be thus furniſhed, As xiv. 23 (1). 
And Titus was ordered by Paul to ordain 
Elders in every City, Tit. 1 5. We there- 
fore think it neceſſary that there ſhould be 
two Elders, at leaſt, preſent in every Act of 
Diſcipline, and at the * of the 


Lord's Supper. 


In order to know wha mould be choſen and 
ordained to the Elder's Office, we look atten- 
tively into 1 Jim. iii. 1—7. THUS i. 6 
where their Qualifications are profeſſedly laid 
down. We eſteem it our Duty to chooſe 


ſuch to the Office, who pen to anſwer 
| B 3 1 


(i) Prov. xvi. 33. The Lot is caſt into the Lap; but 
the whole Diſpoſing thereof is of the Lord. 

(4) 4s xx. 17. He ſent to Epheſus, and cilled the 
Elders of the Church. Phil. i. 1. To all the Saints in 
Chriſt Jeſus, which are at Philippi, with the Biſoops and 
Deacovs. 

Addi xiv. 23. And when they had ordained them 
Elqers in every Church. | 
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the ſcriptural Qualifications; not objecting 
to any for Want of human Learning, or any 


ſuch Acquirements, as are commonly thought 
neceſſary, that they might make a decent, 
reputable Appearance in the World; ſuch 
Things not being at all mentioned by the 
Apoſtle among the neceſſary Qualifications. 
Neither do we think it any Hindrance to 
their Election, that they be ſuch as are en- 
ged in Trade or Merchandiſe, or any law- 
tul Employment in Life; knowing that there 
were ſuch among the primitive Elders, who 
obtained their Subſiſtence by their own La- 
bour, as is plainly hinted, Ads xx. 34, 35 (m). 
At the ſame time we would reject from the 
Office all ſuch who had not theſe ſcriptural 
Qualifications, however learned, valuable, or 
reputable they may otherwiſe be. We aim 
to keep exact and cloſe to the Scripture, nei- 
ther inſiſting upon any more Qualifications, 
nor being ſatisfied with any other or fewer, 


than what we find expreſsly pointed out to us 
in the Word. 


As to that Phraſe, The Huſband of one 
Wife; in the Greek, A Man of one Woman, 
1 Tim. in. 2, 12. Titus i. 6. we do not 
conceive that it ſtands abſolutely oppoſed 
to a Perſon in ſingle Life; becauſe we 

find 


(m) Theſe Hands have miniſtered to my Neceſſities, & c. 
I have ſhewed you all Things, how that /o /alouring ye 
(Elders or Biſhops) ought to ſupport the Weak, &c. 
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find ſome of the Officers in the primitive 
Church, even Apoſtles and Evangelilts , 
were _ unmarried Perſons: Neither can we 
think it ſtands oppoſed to the having two 
Wives at a Time, as this would be incon- 
ſiſtent with his being ſo much as a Mem- 
ber: and therefore muſt be oppoſed to his 
having married a ſecond Wife. This In- 
terpretation is ſuggeſted and confirmed by 
the ſimilar Phraſe, of the Widow's having 
been the Wife of one Man, 1 Tim. v. 9. If 
one that is an Elder, being a Widower, 
ſhould chooſe to marry a ſecond Wife, he is 
not reſtrained from it; only in that Caſe, he 
is to lay down his Office, and become a 
private Member, 


When any one (or more) of the Brethren 
is found to anſwer the Deſcriptions of a 
Biſhop or Elder, he is choſen and called by 
the Church to the Office, and crdained by 
Prayer and Faſting, and the laying on of the 
Hands of the Preſbytery or Elderſhip; who 
likewiſe on this Occaſion give him the right 
Hand of Fellowſhip, Gal. ii. 9. And in- 
ſtead of giving him any Charge of merely 


human Compoſition, the Charge which we 
find in 1 Tim. vi. 10-16. or ſome other ſuit- 
able Part of that Epiſtle, is read diſtinctly 
to him by one of the Elders; in which the 
whole Church ſignify their Concurrence, by 
ſay ing Amen. 


The 


. 
my ry 
— 


CY , * 9 3 rt * — „ - — — . 29 -- _— 
* 2m: A IETESTE 7 — 9 e eh owe at AS + — 


20 The Cbriſtian Pradtives of the Cavs cn 


The Choice and Ordination of a Deacon 
{whole Qualifications are deſcribed, 1 Tim. 
ii, 8-12.) is done in much the ſame Way, 


only without Faſting and the right Hand of 


Fellowſhip. 


We are willing to receive into our Commu- 
nion even the eſt and vileſt of Mankind, 
who by their Profeſſion appear to underſtand 
and believe the TRUTH ; who profeſs Re- 
tance from dead Works, whether Phari- 
faical or Profane, and diſcover a Readineſs to 
do whatever Chrift has commanded. This 
Profeſſion is made before the whole Church; 
when the Elders firſt, and afterwards the 
other Members, aſk ſuch Queſtions as they 
find neceſſary, until the Whole Church are 


fatified. 


On theſe Occaſions, Opportunity is ffe⸗ 
quently taken to inquire and exhort concern- 
a conſcientious Regard to Cloſet- Prayer, 
Family: - Religion, and relative Duties. 


When the Church are all agreed to receive 
mto their Fellowſhip, Prayer is offered up, 
attended with the Impoſition of Hands upon 
the Perſon received, as a ſcriptural Token of 
Bleſſing, in the Name of the Lord. 


After wards the Elders and Members ſalute 


him with the holy Kiſs, to teſtify . 
a 
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and fingly, that they heartily welcome him 
into the Fellowſhip, and love him for the 
Sake of the Truth he has profeſſed. | 


In Matters of Offence, or in any Caſes 
wherein the Scriptures require Admonition and 
Cenſure, we aim to follow, with the utmoſt 
Exactneſs, the Rules that are given us in 
Matt. xviii.15—17. 1 Cor. v. 6— 13. 2 Theſs. 
iii. 11—15, and in other Places. 


We judge it our Duty to admoniſh and 
cenſure a Brother or Siſter for any Breach of 
brotberly Love, and for any Act of Profanene/s 
or Immorality. 72 


We dare not continue in our Fellowſhip 
= Railers, Drunkards, Extortioners, Un- 
juſt, Fornicators, or unclean Perſons z any 
Sabbath-breakers, profane Swearers, or Per- 
jurers; any Children diſobedient to their Pa- 
rents, Servants diſobedient to their Maſters, 
Subjects diſaffected to their King or Govern- 
ment; any Smugglers, or ſuch as refuſe to 
give to all their Dues; any covetous Perſons, 
or ſuch as are diſcontented with their Lot in 
Providence, Sc. Sc. In a Word, we are 
for cutting off, or turning away from, all 
ſuch as are of any of the Characters men- 
tioned, 1 Cor. v. 11. 2 Tim. iii. 227. and 
if there be any other Thing that is contrary 
to ſound Doctrine, 1 Tim. i. 9, 10. 

. 


When 
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When any particular Act, diſcovering 
ſuch Characters, is found to be committed 
by a Member; he is to be rebuked and cen- 
ſuted for it, and treated, as we are directed 
Malt. xviii. 15, 16 (m). If, after theſe pre- 
vious Steps are taken, the Perſon juſtifies 
his Practice, or perſiſts in it, he muſt 
brought before the Church, and if he will not 
hear the Church, he muſt be cut off. If it 
appears that the Perſon be only overtaken in 
a Fault, we are to reſtore him in the Spirit 
of Meekneſs, on his appearing to repent, 

Gel. vi. 1. But if what he is jbſtly charg 
with be a ſcandalous Crime, or found to have 
been his habitual Practice, an immediate 
Exeommumieation is ttquited, according to 
1 Cor. v. 31 13. | g 


When a Perſon is excommunicated; it is 
- done in the Preſence of the whole Church: 
His Crime bf Crimes are ſpecified; are at- 

teſtec with clear, ſatisfactory Evidetice ; and 
are proved by the divine Word to be con- 

trary to the Will of God, and the Goſpel of 

Chriſt. And when the Church are àgreed 

- that this ſolemn Act ſhould paſs; ſüitable 

Supplication is offered up, one of the Elders 

praying, 
(in Mart. xviii. 15, 16. If thy Brother ſhall treſpaſs 
againſt thee, go and tell him his Fault, between thee 
and him ane: if he ſha!l hear thee, thou halt gained 


thy Brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take 
with thee one or two more, Oc. 
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praying, as, the Mouth of the Church, that 
the Ordinance may be bleſſed to him for 
the Deſtruction of the Fleſh, that the Spirit 


may be ſaved in the Day of the Lord Jeſus, 
1 Cor. v. 5. 


A Perſon thus excommunicated is to be 
treated by us, not merely as we would one 
who never made the Chriſtian . Profeſſion 
but we are to be ſhy of his Company, as | 
the Jews were of an Heathen Man and a = 
Publican, Matt. xviii. 17. For there is a 
Familiarity allowed us towards: Fornicators, 
Sc. of this World, which we are forbidden 
to. uſe towards Perſons of the. ſame Charac- 
ters, who have made the Chriſtian Profeſſion : 
For with ſuch we are commanded not to eat; 
that is, in any ſuch Manner as would intimate 
a familiar Friendſhip, 1 Cor. v. 9—11, We 
are obliged to look, upon ſuch. an one in the 
Light of an Apoſtate from the Faith, or. 
from the Obedience of it; and his Condition ; 
to be more dangerous and deplorable than 


that of one who neyer profeſſed che Faith, 
2 Peter ii. 20—22 b 


We find it indeed lawful to receive ſuch 
an one a ſecond Time; but not without the 


fulleſt. 


2 2 Peter ii. W If after they have eſcaped 
the Pallutions of the World, through the Knowledge 
of the Lord and Saviour eſus Chriſt, they are again en- 

led therein, and overcome; the latter End js worſe 
them than the Beginning, Oc. 


| = 
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fulleſt Evidence of Repentance that can be 
given, even to that of his being in Dan- 
ger of being ſwallowed up with overmuch 
Sorrow, 2 Cor. ii. 7, 8. But if this Per- 
ſon ſhould incur the Cenſure of the Church 
after this ſecond Reception, and be caſt 
out; we dare not receive him again: part- 
ly, becauſe we have no ſcriptural Inſtance 
of a third Reception of the ſame Perſon ; 
and partly, becauſe it is impoſſible we 
ſhould obtain a fuller Evidence of Repent- 
ance than that which he had given before, 
and which has in Fact been proved to be hy- 
pocritical. Such is the ſolemn Check which 
the appointed Church-Diſcipline puts upon 
all Diſobedience to the Will and Goſpel of 
Chriſt ! 


But after all, we have no Scripture War- 
rant to inflict upon an excommunicated Per- 
ſon any Penalty. We deteſt the Thought 
of attempting to deprive him of any of 
his civil Liberties and Privileges; on the 
contrary, we are as Careful as we can be, 
that he ſhould ſuſtain no Injury in his world- 
ly Reputation or Intereſt by it; that ſo No- 
thing but the Authority of Chriſt in his Word 
may ſtrike his Conſcience to bring him to 
Repentance. | 


Thus far we have learned from Scripture 
the Courſe of our Duty relating to ordinary 
Caſes ; but we are far from thinking our- 

| ſelves 
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ſelves either infallible or perfect in the Know- 
ledge of Scripture-Truth or Duty. As we. 
proceed in our Chriſtian Fellowſhip, Cir-/ 
cumſtances may doubtleſs occur, which may 
be a Means of correcting Miſtakes, or ob- 
taining further Knowledge: but ſo far as we 
have attained, it is certainly our Duty to 
walk by the ſame Rule, and mind the fame 
Thing, without being intimidated or ſlacken- 
ed therein by the Frowns or Smiles of thoſe 
around. Many Caſes may occaſionally occur, 
which will demand the conſcientious Atten- 
tion of the Church, and a joint diligent 
Search to know what the Wil! of the Lord 
is. But we are not for perplexing ourſelves 
with ſuppoſed Caſes; ſuch as never have 
happened, and never may: Thinking ourſelves 
under no Neceſſity to come to any explicit 
Agreement upon any merely ſuppoſed Caſe, 
until it actually ariſes in the Church, and we 
are called to conſider it. 


In every Church-Tranſaction, whether it 
be receiving, cenſuring, or expelling Mem- 
bers, chooſing Officers, or the like; we 
eſteem Unanimity to be abſolutely neceſſary. 
Nothing is decided by the Vote of a Majo- 
rity, but by the moſt explicit Agreement of 
every Member preſent, For this Purpoſe, 
whenever any Thing is to be determined, 
the Name of every Member is called over 
in Order, and each one diſtinctly has Op- 
portunity and Liberty to inquire or object, 

C as 
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as his own Judgment and Conſcience may 
dictate; and nothing is ordinarily effected, 
till the whole Church preſent have expreſſed 
their Agreement to, and Satisfaction with, 
what is propoſed. In ſome Caſes indeed 
there are diſſenting Voices. The Reaſons 
of the Diſſent are thereupon propoſed and 
conſidered. If they are ſcriptural, the whole 
Church has Cauſe to change its Opinion : if 
not, and the Perſon perſiſts in his Oppoſition 
to the Word of God, the Church is bound 
to reject him. 


Such an Unanimity as this we think not 
only poſſible and practicable; but actually 


required in a Church, and neceſſary to their 


cordial, conſcientious, and comfortable Fel- 
lowſhip. It is promiſed, Jer. xxxii. 39 (p). 
It was prayed for by him whom the Father 
heareth always, Jobn xvii. 21—23 (4). It is 
exemplified, Acts iv. 32 (r). It is illuſtrated 
by the Similitude of a natural Body, and its 


various Members, 1 Cor. xii. 12—27. It is 


exhorted to and required, 1 Cor. i. 10. and 
Phil. 


* (8) Jer. xxxii 39. I will give them one Heart and one 
Way, that they may fear me, c. 


(9) John xvii. 21—23. That they all may be one: 
That they may be one even as we are one: I in them, 


ard thou in me: That they may be made perfect in 
one, &c. 


(r) Ad, iv. 32. And the Multitude of them that be. 
lieved, were of one Heart and of one Soul. Salt 
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Phil. ii. 2 (6). And the Ground of it is 
clearly explained, Epb. iv. 4—6 (f). And 
wherever it does really exiſt, we count 1t 
an Effect of the ſame ſupernatural Power, 


which brings Perſons to be united in the 
Faith, 


We dare not eſteem any of the Precepts 
or Duties of the Goſpel trivial or punc- 
tilious ; nor admit of ſuch a Diſtinction 
between great and little, moral and poſi- 
tive, ſubſtantial and circumſtantial, more 
or leſs weighty ; as ſhall give Way to the 
omitting any Thing that is required, or 
the committing any Thing that is forbid- 
den : Knowing that Man fell at firſt and 
ruined all his Poſterity, by the Breach, 
not of a moral, but of a poſitive Precept: 
even ſuch an one as our Reaſon would be 
apt to judge punctilious, trivial, and cir- 
cumſtantial. We remember likewiſe what 
our Lord ſays; He that breaketh one of 
theſe lea. Commandments, and ſhall teach 
Men fo, he ſhall be called the leaſt in the 
Kingdom of Heaven. In a Word, we con- 


ceive 


(s) 1 Cor. i. 10. That ye be perſecd) joined together 
in the ſame Mind, and in the ſame Judgment. Phil ii. 2. 
Fulfil ye my Joy, that ye be /ite minded, hawing the 
Same Lowe, being of one Accord, of one Mind. 


i) Eph. iv. 4-6. There is one Body and one Spirit, 
even as ye are called in one Hope of your Calling: one 
Lord, one Faith, &c. . 

C 2 


28 TheChriflian Prafices of the Cnuken 


ceive every divine Precept to be ſacred and in. 
diſpen/ible. 


However, what we account the grand 
central Duty of Chriſtians, and the great 
Evidence of true Chriſtianity, is Bretherly 
Love for the Truth's Sake, exerciſing and 
diſcovering, itſelf in the various Ways which 
the Scripture directs ; which, viewed in its 
full Extent, is the Fulfilling of the Law. 
For no Breach of the divine Law, and no 
Diſaffection to the Goſpel, can appear upon 
any in the Fellowſhip, but this Brotherly 
Love teaches to check it, reprove it, cenſure 
it; and, if neceſlary, to caſt the Delinquent 
out of the Church, for the Deſtruction of the 
Fleſh, Sc. while the ſame Love teaches to 
cheriih and encourage what appears agreeable 
to Goſpel-Truth and Duty; and excites to 
ſuccour the Tempted, relieve the Diſtreſſed, 
ſupport the Weak, ſupply the Poor and Ne- 
ceſlitous; and, in a word, “ to bear one an- 
other's Burdens, and ſo fulfil the Law of 
Chriſt,“ Gal. vi. 2. 


No Forbearance dare we allow, beſides a 
Forbearance with Perſons different natural 
Tempers and Capacities, and the like; or 
forbearing with them for a Time, while the 
ſcriptural Methods are taking to convince 
them of, and recover them from the Error 


of their Ways. We can, and ought thus 
far forbear one another in Love, Eph. iv. 2. 


More 
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More than this would be the hating our Bro- 
ther in our Hearts, by ſuffering Sin upon 
him. The mutual Forbearance required in 
Rom. xiv. we apprehend extends only to the 
Zewiſh Diſtinctions about Meats and Days, 
manifeſtly ſpoken of there; which was al- 
lowed and required while the old Covenant 
was vaniſhing away : but we cannot ſuppoſe 
the Apoſtle intended in that Diſcourſe to ren- 
der any one Cbriſtian Precept or Appoint- 
ment indifferent. | | 


Upon the above Principles, we are ob- 
liged to. /eparale from the Communion and 
Worſhip of all ſuch religious Societies, as 
appear to us to be not profeſſing the ſimple 
Truth for their only Ground of Hope, or not 
walking in Obedience to it; which we are di- 
refed and encouraged to do, in 2 Cor. vi. 14 
— 18, and vii. 1, And we judge we have a 
natural Right, from the Principle of Liberty 
of Conſcience, to make and maintain ſuch 
Separation ; while we allow to others the 
ſame Liberty, without Grudging or Limi- 
tation, | 


But though we cannot extend our Chriſtian 
Charity beyond theſe Limits; yet we are ready 
to do good to all Men, as we have Opportu- 
nity and Abllity, 


We think it our Duty, as much as in us 
lies, to live peaceably with all Men; to be 
obedient 


us: Remembering the momentous Import 
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obedient to Magiſtrates ; and to avoid and 
diſcountenance every Thing that may dil- 
turb the Peace of the State or Neighbour- 


hood. 


We are utterly againſt aiming to promote 
the Cauſe we contend for, either by creep- 
ing into private Houſes, or by cauſing our 
Voice to be heard in the Streets or in the 


Fields, or by officiouſly obtruding our Opi- 


nions upon others in Converſation. We only 
hold forth our Doctrine by public Reading 
and Preaching the Word ; ſtanding faſt to- 
gether in the F aith of the Goſpel, and prac- 
tiſing what our Lord hath commanded us; 


and are ready to give an Anſwer to every one 
that aſketh the Reaſon of our Hope and 


Practice; and to do it with Meekneſs towards 


Men, and without Reſerve, in the Fear of 
God, 1 Peter iii. 15. 


If then we are reproached and hated, be- 


cauſe we confine our Chriſtian Charity with- 
in ſuch ſeemingly narrow Limits, or for 


our following the Practices of the primitive 
Chriſtians ; we are willing to ſuffer it for 


Conſcience ſake, without reſiſting Evil, but 


aiming to overcome Evil with Good; know- 


ing it to be our Duty, * to love our Ene- 


mies; to bleſs them that curſe us; to do 
Good to them that hate us; and pray for 
them that deſpitefully uſe us, and perſecute 


of 
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of thoſe Words, 2 Tim. ii. 12. If we ſuffer 
with him, we ſhall alſo reign with him : If 
we deny him, he alſo will deny us.” This 
reconciles us to Shame and Contempt, in 
Hope that our Reproach will be rolled away, 
when „ Chriſt ſhall come to take Vengeance 
upon them that know not God, and obey not 
his Goſpel z and ſhall come to be glorified in 


his Saints, and to be admired in all them that 
believe.” 


Thus, Sir, I have given you as clear and 
diſtinct a View of our Diſcipline, Order, 
Sc. as I can in Words: But nothing can 
afford ſo familiar an Idea of theſe Things 
as the being intereſted in them, or Spec- 
tators of them. Were you a frequent Spec- 
tator, I will not venture to ſay what Effect 
it would have upon your Mind : Perhaps 
what you might obſerve would appear 
ſtrange, and on that Account diſguſttul ; 
being ſo very different from the uſual Me- 
thod of Worſhip and Fellowſhip. But I 
muſt be of Opinion, that it would be very 
ſtriking to the Mind of one who has nothin 
but the divine Word for his Rule ; becauſe 
the Things he will obſerve will be found fo 
exactly ſcriptural. Whether or no you will 
chooſe to take Lot with us, and enjoy the 
Comfort of Love, by an Union with ſuch as 
are for doing whatever Chriſt has command- 
ed, I leave to your own Judgment; having 
no better Wiſh for my deareſt Friend, than 


that 
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that he ſhould not be aſhamed of the Teſti. 
| mony of our Lord ; but be Partaker of the 
| Afflictions, and therewith of the Conſola- 
g 


tions of the Goſpel, according to the Power 
of God. I remain, 


. Yaurs, &c. 
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